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A message from the organisers of FloMUN 

 

Dear delegates, 

We, the organizers of FloMUN 2020, are all passionate delegates who think that 
participating in any MUN conference is a unique experience that not only teaches 
delegates about some of the world’s most pressing global issues, but also develops 
valuable interpersonal and academic skills. Although it is time consuming and at times 
tedious, you will look back on this experience fondly and as one of the most formative 
of your high school career. We imagine you may be nervous and reluctant to express 
your opinions in front of a large audience. Fear not as learning and personal growth are 
the goals of FloMUN, both for delegates and us, the organizers. Trust us, your nerves 
will decrease every time you make a point or speech. MUN may seem like a serious 
and formal activity, but we assure you that there will be many moments that are 
lighthearted and fun. Your initial trepidation will subside, and within hours you’ll have a 
committee full of new best friends. After all, we are all students coming together to 
grow and learn. We hope to have created a guide that helps you prepare for the event.  

We look forward to seeing you all in April for three days of fun and fruitful debates. 

Sincerely, 

The FloMUN 2020 organizing team 
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Introduction to FloMUN
 

The purpose of Model United Nations conferences are to promote debate amongst 
students from all over the world in hopes of producing constructive and sustainable 
solutions to global issues of great importance. FloMUN also aims to foster diplomatic 
relations between individuals of different nationalities and religions. FloMUN has 
previously been a conference solely attended by students of the International School of 
Florence, and 2020 marks the beginning of a cultural bridge between international 
schools throughout Italy and the rest of the world. This guide will prepare delegates, 
with the aim of enhancing their experience at FloMUN 2020. We hope you take this 
guide into consideration and refer back to it throughout your MUN journey.  

 

Schedule 
First Day 

 8.45  - 9:30:  Registration  

 9:35  - 10:35:  Opening ceremony  

 10:35 - 11:15:  Refreshments  

 11:15 - 12:30:  Committee Session 1 

 12:30 -13.45:  Staggered Lunch break 

 13:45 -16:30:  Committee Session 2 

 16:30:  Refreshments and End of the Day 
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Second Day 

  9.00 - 10:45:   Committee Session 3  

  10:45 - 11.30:  Staggered Break  

  11.30 - 13:00:  Committees Session 4 

  13:00 - 14:15:  Staggered Lunch break  

  14:15- 16:30:  Committee Session 5   

  16:30:  Refreshments and End of the Day 

 

Third Day 

  9:00 - 10:45:  General Assembly Session 1 

  10:45 - 11:30:  Staggered Break  

  11:30 - 13:00:   General Assembly Session 2 

  13:00 - 14:15:  Staggered Lunch break  

  14:15 - 16:00:  Closing Ceremony  

  16:00:  Refreshments and End of the Day  
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Preparing for Conferences  
FloMUN 2020 will consist of four committees, plus a General Assembly, listed on the 
following page.  There are two issues on the agenda per committee. Delegates must 
write a policy statement and a resolution in preparation of the conference.  

Committees and Topics 
Security Council 

● The question of de-escalating the tensions between 
India and Pakistan 

● The question of taking measures to end the Yemen 
Civil War 

 

Human Rights Committee 

● The question of taking measures to limit sexual 
assault in the workplace 

● The question of censorship of social media in 
countries with authoritarian governments 

 

United Nations Environment Program 

● The question of using sustainable measures to help 
the Arctic and Antarctic manage the effects of global 
warming 

● The question of limiting the cause and creating 
measures to diminish destruction caused by extreme 
weather events 
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Historical Committee 

● The question of how the land of the Antarctic should 
be divided 

● The question of the colonization and actions overseen 
by the king of Belgium in the Congo 

 

General Debate 
 

Roll Call 

↓ 

 Topic is Introduced 

↓ 

Policy Statements 

↓ 

Lobbying and Merging Time 

↓ 

Resolution is Presented  

(Clause for Security Council) 

↓ 

Main Submitter Speech  

↓ 

Open Debate 

↓ 

Closed Debate  
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↓ 

Voting Procedures   
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Speeches 

A speech is given any time that the delegate has been given the floor. Speeches 
should be well thought out, concise, serious, and address the issue at hand which can 
either be in favor or against a resolution or amendment.  
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Open Debate 

Open Debate is a time where delegated can either speak for or against a resolution or 
submit an amendment.  
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Closed Debate 

During Closed Debate there is a set time to speak for, followed by speeches against a 
resolution. In this time amendments cannot be presented.  
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Amendments 

Amendments are modifications to a resolution or clause, which must be submitted to 
the chair before being presented. Amendments can add, replace or strike out elements 
of the resolution, however, we would like to note that amendments should be 
constructive instead of destructive. Amendments should aim to add to the resolution 
and debate, and not simply destroy it. Amendments only have closed debate time, and 
while voting, abstentions are not  in order. Amendments to the 3rd degree are not in 
order. 
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How to Write a Policy Statement 

As part of your MUN preparation delegates must write a brief yet comprehensive 
statement of the policy of the delegate’s country on each of the issues of the 
committee. This is known as a Policy Statement. Both Policy Statements must be 
combined into one document. This will be the delegation’s policy document for all the 
issues on the conference agenda. The Policy Statement provides the current status of 
the particular issue on the global agenda and the background of the delegate’s 
country’s position and previous actions related to the issue.  

 

Components of a Policy Statement 

● Should start with a general overview of the topic at hand, followed by a more 
detailed description of the delegate’s country’s point of view. 

● An explanation and definition of the issue and its key terms as they appear on 
the agenda. 

● A short summary of recent international action related to the question. 

● Reference to key documents relating to the issue. 

● Specific suggestions for a solution to the question, which should provide ideas 
for clauses of a draft resolution. 
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Example of Policy Statement 
 

Committee: The Disarmament and International Security Committee  

Question of: Piracy in the Gulf of Aden  

Main Submitter: Yemen 

 

Honorable chair and esteemed delegates, Yemen is proud to be here today with 

the Disarmament and International Security committee.  We are looking forward to 

sharing ideas that are important to this committee, particularly focusing on the matter 

of piracy in the Gulf of Aden. In 2011, Somali pirates in the Gulf of Aden hijacked ships 

and boats and got millions of US dollars illegally. As the Committee of Disarmament 

and International Security, we should collaborate to make sure this does not occur 

again. To fight and prevent illegal piracy, Yemen would like all delegates to consider 

the creation of the United Nations Piracy Group (UNPG). Yemen, the poorest country in 

the Middle East, which is also embroiled in a civil war, needs support from developed 

countries who have been affected by illegal piracy such as the United States and China, 

among others. These countries should provide financial, technological, and human 

resources to countries adjacent to the Gulf of Aden to help them effectively combat or 

prevent piracy in the region. Yemen is grateful for this crucial committee and hopes to 

engage in a productive session with the other delegates. 
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How to Write a Resolution   
The heading contains five pieces of information: the committee name, the topic of 
discussion, the main submitters, co-submitters, and signatories. The main submitters 
are the delegates who wrote the resolution. They give the opening speech for the 
resolution. Co-submitters are delegates who contributed to the creation of the 
resolution, and thus should be in favor of the resolution. The signatories are delegates 
who did not write the resolution but still support it. The minimum number of 
signatories required for a resolution to be debated on is 4; the delegates will have to 
gather the signatory list during the lobbying time and submit the resolution to the 
chairs before lobbying time has elapsed. 
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Preambulatory Clauses 

Preambulatory clauses offer background information on the issue, resolution and topic. 
It may state previous solutions on the issue and highlight the importance that solving 
the issue has. Further, it can reference previous UN resolutions and organizations 
involved in the issue, or define key terms about the topic. A preambulatory clause must 
begin with the following, in italics.  

Acknowledging 

Acting 

Affirming 

Alarmed by 

Alarmed 

Anxious 

Appreciating 

Approving 

Aware of 

Bearing in mind 

Believing 

Cognizant 

Concerned 

Confident 

Conscious 

Considering 

Contemplating 

Convinced 

Declaring 

Expressing concern also 

Expressing concern 

Expressing its 
appreciation 

Expressing its satisfaction 

Expressing satisfaction 

Firmlyconvinced 

Fulfilling 

Fully alarmed 

Fully aware 

Fully believing 

Further deploring 

Further recalling 

Guided by 

Having adopted 

Having considered 

Having considered 
further 

Having devoted attention 

Having examined 

Noting with deep concern 

Noting with regret 

Noting with satisfaction 

Observing 

Reaffirming 

Reaffirming also 

Realizing 

Recalling 

Recalling also 

Recognizing 

Recognizing also 

Recognizing with satisfaction 

Referring 

Regretting 

Reiterating 

Reiterating its call for 

Reminding 

Seeking 

Seized 
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Deeply concerned 

Deeply conscious 

Deeply convinced 

Deeply disturbed 

Deeply regretting 

Deploring 

Desiring 

Determined 

Emphasizing 

Encouraged 

Expecting 

Expressing 
appreciation 

Having heard 

Having received 

Having reviewed 

Having studied 

Having adopted 

Having approved 

Having considered 

Having decided 

Keeping in mind 

Mindful 

Noting 

Noting further 

Noting with approval 

Stressing 

Taking into account 

Taking into consideration 

Taking note 

Taking note also 

Taking note further 

Underlining 

Viewing with appreciation 

Viewing with apprehension 

Welcoming 

Welcoming also 
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Operative Clauses 

Operative clauses state the solutions that the sponsors of the resolution proposes to 
resolve the issue. The key difference between a Preambulatory and an Operative 
Clause is that an operative clause must be an action. The operative clauses should be 
specific to the topic, and be as detailed as possible. They should be numbered, begin 
with the following words, and be underlined. 

Accepts 

Acknowledges 

Adopts 

Advices 

Affirms 

Also calls for 

Also recommends 

Also strongly condemns 

Also urges 

Appeals 

Appreciates 

Approves 

Authorizes 

Calls 

Calls for 

Calls upon 

Commends 

Concurs 

Condemns 

Demands 

Deplores 

Designates 

Directs 

Draws the attention 

Emphasizes 

Encourages 

Endorses 

Expresses its appreciation 

Expresses its hope 

Expresses its regret 

Further invites 

Further proclaims 

Further recommends 

Further reminds 

Further requests 

Further resolves 

Has resolved 

Instructs 

Recalls 

Recognizes 

Recommends 

Regrets 

Reiterates 

Reminds 

Renews its appeal 

Repeats 

Requests 

Requires 

Solemnly affirms 

Stresses 

Strongly advises 

Strongly condemns 

Strongly encourages 

Suggests 

Supports 

Takes note of 

Transmits 
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Confirms 

Congratulates 

Considers 

Decides 

Declares 

Declares accordingly 

 

Introduces 

Invites 

Notes 

Notes with satisfaction 

Proclaims 

Reaffirms 

 

 

Trusts 

Underlines 

Underscores 

Urges 

Welcomes 
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Example of Resolution Paper 

Committee: The Disarmament and International Security Committee  

Question of: Piracy in the Gulf of Aden  

Main Submitter: France 

Co-Submitters: Italy, Germany, United States of America, Spain 

Signatories: United Kingdom, Ukraine, Lithuania, Mali, Australia, Canada, Malta, Ghana, 
Nigeria, Sweden, Barbados 
 

The committee of Disarmament and International Security, 
 

Recognizing the previous resolutions concerning the situation in Somalia, especially resolutions 
1814 (2008), 1816 (2008), 1838 (2008), 1844 (2008), 1846 (2008), 1851 (2008), 1897 (2009), 
1918 (2010), 1950 (2010), 1976 (2011), 2015 (2011), 2020 (2011), 2077 (2012) 2125 (2013), 
2184 (2014), 2246 (2015), and 2316 (2016), and 2383 (2017),  

Welcoming any and all support to existing programs with the aim of deterring piracy in the 
region, 

Fully Aware of these pirates hijacking ships or boats and getting millions of US dollars illegally 
in 2011, 

Having heard that NATO, the European Union and other nations including China and Russia 
have deployed warships to fight piracy and protect the multi-billion dollar shipping lanes from 
the Gulf of Aden off east Africa,  

Expecting that with the ransom money the pirates are able to buy better weapons, better boats 
and recruit new people, 

Alarmed by the recent events involving Piracy in the Gulf of Aden, 

Emphasising the importance of working in collaboration with member states to create an enforce 
comprehensive solutions to the issue of piracy, 

Commends the involvement of the international community in helping diminish the overall threat 
of piracy in the Gulf of Aden, 
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Expressing its satisfaction with the success of previous efforts to combat piracy, 
including Operation Atalanta, 

Determined to work towards a comprehensive solution to the issue of Piracy in the Gulf of Aden, 
 

1. Calls upon member states to condemn and criminalize all acts of piracy in and around the                
Gulf of Aden; 

2.  Further calls upon all nations bordering the Gulf of Aden to collaborate, by taking 
security measures, as outlined by the European Union Naval Force and INTERPOL;  

3.  Urges all member states, with emphasis on the Federal Republic of Somalia, to take any 
and all necessary actions under already existing domestic laws to prevent the expansion 
of piracy and the illicit financing of these actions; 

4.  Encourages that port states count with all necessary mechanisms in place, in order to 
deter and counter-attack any and all cases of piracy, aid mechanisms including but not 
limited to: 

a. Temporary UN Peacekeeping maritime operations in select ports  

b. Higher amount of governmental and international authorities in HRA boundaries 
and other relevant routes, 

c. Monetary injections in order to safely develop the aforementioned plans; 

5. Endorses the creation and establishment of (United nations court for piracy and maritime 
crime), as mentioned in Security Council Resolution 2446, the court will have powers 
including but not limited to:  

a. International jurisdiction in order to trial pirates or suspected pirates regardless of 
their country of origin, 

b. Issuing reports regarding the status of piracy in the Gulf of Aden, and upon these 
reports:  

i. Provide legal advice where necessary and if deemed necessary 

ii. Suggest sanctions to the Security Council or other relevant entities such as 
the ICC  
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iii. Keep track of each countries’ willingness to prosecute 
pirates or criminals under domestic laws  

c. Only prosecute individuals or organizations in relation to crimes committed after 
1 July 2002, when the ICC Rome Statute came into force, in order to avoid bias of 
any kind; 

6. Encourages the authorization of all nations directly harmed by piracy and armed robbery 
in the Gulf of Aden, to be able to persecute and try pirates in other territories through the 
United Nations Court for Piracy and Maritime Crime; 

7. Urges the creation of APEE (Anti-Piracy Educational Effort), an educational body that 
focuses on informing Vessel owners and crew members on safety measures as well as 
ways to detect and avoid piracy through means such as; 

a. Providing free online safety courses to vessel owners/crew members regarding 
ways to  detect piracy and appropriate steps to take when reporting it 

b. Sharing information with vessel owners regarding locations of possible threats, 
and routes to take to avoid them 

c. Educating vessel owners on how to use and contribute to internationally run 
databases regarding rates of piracy in their region; 

8. Emphasizes the importance of continued cooperation and support to the Federal 
Government of Somalia with their efforts to combat piracy in the region; 

9. Suggests the Implementation  of international based penalties against multinational 
corporations who exploit the fishing resources in the Gulf of Aden; 

10.  Requests member states to substantially increase support to EU NAVFOR Somalia 
(Operation Atalanta), and their efforts in aiding/monitoring vessels in the region  

a. the UNODC Maritime Crime Programme, expects that they continue their work in 
a consistent manner, binding with International Law and International Human 
Rights Law 

b. recommending support from developed countries, such as the United States, 
China and European countries who have been affected by this piracy to provide 
financial, technological and human resources; 
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11. Supports the creation of an annual conference held in the headquarters of 
the International Maritime Organization to discuss issues including, the current state of 
piracy, conflicts that have arisen in member states’ regions, and current developments in 
anti-piracy operations and vessel security. 

 

   

 

International School of Florence FloMUN 2020                                                             22 



Delegate Guide  

FloMUN 2020 

How to Speak at an MUN 
Conference 

Modes of address during formal debate 

● Delegates need to address each other in the third person at all times. It is 
recommended that they start speeches with “honorable chair, fellow 
delegates.” 

● Personal Pronouns, I, you, y’all, he, she, it, me, him, her, us, and them with the 
exception of we and they, are not allowed. 

● Delegates should stand when giving any kind of Points, and should not sit down 
until it has been addressed. 

● Delegates must avoid the use of insults and informal language and should 
always be diplomatic. 

● Delegates should address the chair and the house before presenting their 
speech. 

● Delegates cannot speak directly to each other, and any conversation should 
occur through the chair. 
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Useful phrases to be used by delegates 

When starting to speak : Honorable chair, fellow delegates 

When asking for permission to speak : The delegate of … requests the floor 

When beginning a speech: The delegate of …  wishes to speak in favour of / against 
this motion / amendment / clause because… 

When wishing to ask a question : The delegate of … would like to rise a point of 
information 

When asking a question : Is the chair / delegate aware that… 

When pausing to answer questions: The delegate of … yields the floor to points of 
information 

When concluding a speech: The delegate of … urges the house to give me its support 
by voting for / against this motion / amendment / clause 

When giving up the right to speak: The delegate of … yields the floor to the ... 
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Rules of Debate 
Only one point or motion may be entertained at a time. The different points and 
motions are listed below in blue. 

For example, if someone says motion to introduce an amendment, another delegate 
cannot yell out motion to move into voting procedures until the motion to introduce an 
amendment is declined or has been entertained.  

For motions, with a few exceptions, in order for them to pass, they require seconds. 
Should a delegate be against a motion, they can Object to it. Should there be only one 
objection, the delegate who stated it should rise and state why they Object. Otherwise, 
the motion fails. 

There are no Seconds or Objections to Points. Whenever a Point has been made, the 
delegate who raised it must stand and state it loud and clear for the chair, and other 
delegates, to hear. 

No Motions or Points, except for Point of Personal Privilege, may interrupt a speaker. 

Point of Information: This point is used for a delegate to ask a question 

directed to the speaker related to the speech just given. It may only be raised after the 
Chair announces the speaker is “open to points of information.” Delegates wishing to 
make a point must raise their placard at this time and wait for the Chair to call on them. 
The Chair will firstly call all the delegates selected to make a point, and then each 
chosen delegate must raise and state their point, in the order in which they were 
called. 

Point of Order/Point of Parliamentary Inquiry: This point may be 

raised when no one is speaking, and pertains to the conduct of delegates. It should be 
raised only when a delegate is out of order, or when there is an error in parliamentary 
procedure.  

Point of Personal Privilege:  This is the only point that can interrupt a 

delegate. It is raised when a delegate has a question about room conditions or health, 
or when a delegate cannot hear a speaker.  
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Motion to Follow Up: This motion can be entertained only after 

a delegate has posed a point of information to a speaker, received an answer, and 
wishes to clarify or extend his or her point of information. It must follow the same 
delegate’s Point of Information and the speaker is given a chance to respond. It 
requires no second, however it can be rejected by the speaker and must be approved 
by the Chair.  

Motion to Rephrase Point of Information: This motion can be 

entertained by a speaker after having received a point of information from a delegate. 
It is made to the Chair, who then calls for the delegate to reword their Point of 
Information.  

Motion to Introduce an Amendment: During debate on a clause, 

delegates may submit possible amendments to the Chairs. Once this is done, this 
motion suggests that the amendment be brought to the floor for general debate. After 
the Chair approves the motion, the submitter will display or read aloud the 
amendment. The delegate motioning the amendment has time to give a speech in its 
support and the House is then given debate time to discuss it. The amendment is 
finally voted on, and it is either added to the final resolution or discarded. This motion 
may not be made once debate has been closed.  

Friendly amendments are only in order if they do not change the meaning of the 
resolution (or Clause for the Security Council). 

Motion for Unmoderated Caucus: This motion moves for a break from 

the moderated caucuses to allow delegates the freedom to freely move about and 
discuss the topic with one another. The motion must specify a length of time and 
purpose. This motion requires a ‘second’ and approval by the Chair, however it may be 
objected by any delegate who can bring a speech or amendment to debate. It may not 
be made once general debate has been closed. Be advised that at FloMUN delegates 
can use their computers during the entire conference.  

Motion to Move into Voting Procedures: This motion closes debate 

on the topic at hand, either an amendment or a resolution. If this is during an 
amendment, voting will take place on whether to add it to the resolution. If this is to 
close debate on a resolution, the resolution on the table will be voted upon. This 
motion requires a ‘second’ and approval by the Chair, however it can also be rejected. 
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If accepted by the Chair, a speech in favor and against may be made 
before voting. This motion may not be made once debate has been closed, and if 
successful, will move the body into voting procedures.  

Motion to Move into Previous Question: This motion closes the 

section of debate the body is engaged in, whether discussing an amendment or a 
resolution, and calls for movement into the next section (for example, if the body is 
currently in time in favour of an amendment, it would move into time against it). The 
motion requires a ‘second’ and approval by the Chair, however it can also be objected 
by any delegate who has an amendment or speech to bring to debate. It will rarely be 
entertained during the last speeches for and against the resolution as a whole. This 
motion cannot be used to move into voting procedures.  

Motion to Divide the House: This motion may be entertained only while 

voting for an amendment or the resolution as a whole. It is used in case there is not a 
clear majority or there are an overwhelming number of abstentions in the house. This 
motion calls for each delegate to announce their voting verdict and removes the 
option to abstain. The Chair will call upon the delegates one by one and receive their 
answers. This motion requires a second and approval by the Chair.  

Motion to Extend Points of Information: This motion may be 

entertained once POI’s are finished. This is at the chair’s discretion and 
objections/seconds are not in order, rather, delegates can specify by what amount they 
wish to extend it by.  

Motions not in Order at FloMUN: 

Motion to impeach the chair 

Motion to table/adjourn/withdraw a resolution/clause 

Motion to adjourn debate 

Motion to evict a delegate   
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Conference Regulations 
Timeliness: Delegates should be on time for all activities. This includes 

transportation, morning meetings, debate sessions, afternoon debriefs and other 
conference events.  

 

Drinks: Drinks will be provided during the intermissions between debate sessions. If 

you get thirsty during these sessions, make sure that you bring your own water bottle.  

 

Badges: The conference will provide students with badges, which must be worn at 

all times during the conference. These badges will also serve as admission to the 
delegate dance. 

 

Movement: Students are expected to stay at the conference venue during the 

programmed activities of FloMUN. The schedule has been designed to allow for plenty 
of time to explore downtown Florence. Please note that this also applies to meal times 
at FloMUN, during which delegates must stay on campus unless prior permission has 
been received from their chaperone and the conference organizers. 

 

Phones and computers: Phones and computers may be used by delegates 

during moderated and unmoderated caucuses for academic purposes. During debate 
sessions, any electronic device must be kept on airplane mode, vibrate, or silent mode 
to ensure that it is not a disturbance to the committee.  

 

Communication: Delegates should communicate any needs to their chaperone 

or Chair expediently, but otherwise remain respectful during all conference activities. 
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Smoking and Alcohol: No smoking or alcohol consumption is allowed at any 

time during FloMUN. Any student found in possession of alcohol during the trip will 
face immediate consequences and possible expulsion from the conference. Please 
note that individuals suspected of drunkness may also be denied entry to the 
conference or delegate dance. 

 

Litter: Please be mindful that we are in a public infrastructure; therefore any littering 

is not permitted in any form. And it would be seen as disrespectful for the people 
having to clean the mess. 

 

Language: English is the official language of FloMUN. Please keep in mind that 

this is an international event with students coming from all over the world, so please 
remember to include your fellow delegates by keeping all conversations in English.  

 

Behavior: Conduct should be of the highest standard and reflect positively on your 

schools and our conference. Those not willing to assume the responsibility for 
conducting themselves in a respectful manner will be asked to leave the conference. 

 

Dress Code: Delegates should be reminded that this is a formal conference and 

that formal dress is required. Jeans, denim jackets, open-necked shirts, low cut 
blouses, t-shirts, etc. will not be permitted. 

 

Respect of the venue: FloMUN 2020 will take place in the historic Ospedale 

Degli Innocenti. This venue is 600 years old, and is a vital part of the cultural makeup of 
Florence. As such, it is necessary that we treat the venue with respect and that we keep 
it as clean and orderly as possible.  
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